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House Bill 13-1267:  As oil and gas drilling escalates, the potential environmental harm to humans and the land they live on demands increasing regulation. HB 1267 increases the penalties now in place under current law (a maximum fine of $1,000.00 per day), specified in the “Oil and Gas Conservation Act,”  “subject to a penalty schedule promulgated by the oil and gas conservation commission that considers aggravating and mitigating circumstances.”

    HB 1267 increases the maximum daily fine from “$1,000.00 to $15,000.00 for each act of violation per day that the violation continues. The minimum penalty for a violation that results in a significant adverse impact on public health, safety, or welfare, including the environment and wildlife resources, is $5,000.00 for each act of violation per day that such violation continues.” Repealed is the $10,000.00 maximum cap under current law on violations that do not result in significant adverse impact is repealed. 
  The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) levied fines in nine cases for significant adverse environmental impact during the three year period between 2008 and 2011, with an average fine of $249,694.00. While some enforcement actions are resolved through operator compliance, others involve protracted negotiations, some proceed to administrative hearing and some to a contested COGCC hearing. 
  HB 1267 was referred favorably by the Transportation and Energy Committee to the Committee on Finance. 

Sponsors of House Bill 13-1267:  Representative Mike Foote (D-Boulder) 866-2920; and Senator Matt Jones (D-Boulder) 866-5291.
Senate Bill 13-023:  The Lower North Fork Fire brought to the attention of Coloradans what a devastating position a victim can find themselves in when suing a public entity or public employee for loss or injury caused by the entity or employee in any single occurrence – set by current law at $150,000.00 for a claim on any individual party and a total recovery of $600,000.00 for any single occurrence. 
   Reingrossed SB 023 increases the individual damages limitation to $350,000.00 and a total recovery of $990,000.00 for any single occurrence. As claimants in the Lower North Fork Fire have learned, these amounts still do not fully compensate for the losses suffered, and are only paid in addition to victims’ insurance. 

   Claims resulting from disasters such as the Lower North Fork Fire “may be compromised or settled by the State Claims Board (SCB),” made up of the state treasurer, state attorney general and the executive director of the Department of Personnel and Administration (DPA). Such settlements are paid from the Risk Management Fund maintained by the DPA (also referenced as the state self-funded liability fund). Claimants of the Lower North Fork Fire know all too well just how slow and complicated this process is, even with the negligence that became apparent as investigations uncovered. 
  SB 023 was referred to the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

Sponsors of Senate Bill 13-023:  Senator Bill Cadman (R-El Paso) 866-4880; and Representatives Claire Levy (D-Boulder) 866-2578, and Bob Gardner (R-El Paso) 866-2191. 
House Bill 13-1241:  Victims of crime in Colorado are far too often the last people to have timely access and reliable information about criminal cases and the custody status of offenders in county jails. A Colorado statewide association of county sheriffs established a Statewide Automated Victim Information Notification Everyday (VINE) system (for offenders in county jails only), and recently received a grant to upgrade that system. 

   The systems “allows crime victims and other concerned citizens to access timely and reliable information about criminal cases and the custody status of offenders twenty-four hours a day over the telephone, through the internet or by electronic mail,” at no charge to the victim. HB 1241allows a General fund appropriation to operate the Statewide Automated VINE system. 

   The Committee on Local Government gave a favorable recommendation of HB 1241 to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Lead Sponsors of House Bill 13-1241:  Representatives Rhonda Fields (D-Arapahoe) 866-3911, and Bob Gardner (R-El Paso) 866-2191; and Senator Lucia Guzman (D-Adams/Denver) 866-4862.  
House Bill 13-1258:  Immigration continues to demand the attention of legislators. Under current law, “local governments are prohibited from adopting ordinances or policies that limit or prohibit a law enforcement officer from communicating or cooperating with federal immigration officials with respect to a person’s immigration status.”

   Article 29, Title 29 of the Colorado Revised Statutes requires that local law enforcement officers who have probable cause to believe that a person arrested for a criminal offense other than domestic violence, is not legally present in the United States, must report the person to federal immigration officials. The provision also applies to a person currently in detention. HB 1258 repeals the provisions of Article 29, Title 29 regarding the immigration status of individuals and local cooperation with federal immigration officials.  
   Current law requires that fingerprints of individuals taken into custody by law enforcement officers for a criminal offense be submitted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  The FBI runs those fingerprints through its criminal database and they are then sent to the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcements (ICE) office in the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The decision on deportation by ICE is based on whether he or she is a priority for enforcement action (the suspect is in the United States unlawfully and has been charged with or convicted of serious criminal offenses or has committed multiple immigration violations). 

   HB 1258 was referred to the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation.

Lead Sponsors of House Bill 13-1258:  Representative Joseph A Salazar (D-Adams) 866-2918; and Senators Irene Aguilar (D-Denver) 866-4852 and Morgan Carroll (D-Arapahoe) 866-4879. 

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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